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similarly transformed before it can become a principle of scientific ex- 
planation (to be continued). Schopenhauer e la gravitazione universale 
— nota critica (pp. 255-261) : O. Zanotti Bianco. - Schopenhauer be- 
lieved that his metaphysics of the will were confirmed by Sir John 
Herschel in the following passage : " All bodies with which we are ac- 
quainted, when raised into the air and quietly abandoned, descend to the 
earth's surface in lines perpendicular to it. They are therefore urged 
thereto by a force or effort, the direct and indirect result of a conscious- 
ness and a will existing somewhere, though beyond our power to trace, 
which force we term gravity." Schopenhauer attributed the discovery 
of gravity to Hooke rather than to Newton. Bassegna Bibliografica. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



Henry Holt and Company announce the publication of ' Analysis of 
Racial Descent in Animals,' by Professor T. H. Montgomery. The 
Nation, of June 28, comments upon the book as follows : " The fires of 
scientific controversy are still burning hotly about the facts and theories 
of heredity and evolution; and, as usually happens in such cases, a large 
part of the material of the controversy has already been wholly consumed 
by the conflagration. The residue which has survived the ordeal neces- 
sarily rests upon so intensely technical a foundation that it would seem 
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almost impossible to formulate a statement of the general principles of this 
department of biology and the basal facts upon which these principles rest, 
that would be of value to any but the thoroughly informed specialist. 
The preparation of a manual of theoretical biology for the general scien- 
tific public is really a far more difficult enterprise than in the days of 
Herbert Spencer's ' Principles of Biology,' when protoplasm could be re- 
garded as a simple, homogeneous fluid. Professor Montgomery, in his 
' Analysis of Racial Descent in Animals,' has attained a large measure 
of success in presenting the general problems of evolution as they appear 
to-day, with the necessary technicalities succinctly and, on the whole, 
clearly presented. The relations of animals to their environment, their 
differentiation, modes of reproduction and variation, the physical basis 
of heredity, the transmutation of species, and phylogeny are broadly 
treated, and in some cases, as in the discussion of the old problem of the 
inheritance of acquired characters, the essential points of both sides of 
the controversy are brought into harmonious adjustment." 

A George Combe lectureship in general and experimental psychology 
has been established at the University of Edinburgh. The Combe trustees 
have contributed £300 towards the equipment of a laboratory. George 
Combe, known as the author of ' The Constitution of Man,' was the chief 
representative of phrenology in Great Britain in the first half of last cen- 
tury. He left funds, which have considerably increased since his death, 
for promoting the knowledge of man's mental and organic constitution 
in relation to the external universe and its laws, and for diffusing that 
knowledge as widely as possible. Besides experimental teaching and re- 
search, it is expected that the lectureship will be largely utilized in con- 
nection with the training of teachers. An appointment will be made in 
time for work to begin next session. 

Professor Elmer Brown, head of the department of education at the 
University of California, has been appointed United States Commissioner 
of Education, to succeed Dr. William T. Harris, who retires as the first 
beneficiary under the Carnegie fund. 

Professor Franz Cumont, famous as an authority on the religion of 
Mithra, delivered, during the past term, at the invitation of Manchester 
College, Oxford, three Hibbert lectures on the influence of Oriental cults 
on Roman religion. 

Professor Diels, of the University of Berlin, is cataloguing the 
manuscripts of the physicians of antiquity. He has recently received a 
grant of three thousand marks from the Prussian Akademie der Wissen- 
schaften. 

Edwin Diller Starbuck, Ph.D., professor of education in Earlham 
College, Richmond, Indiana, has been elected to the professorship of 
philosophy in the State University of Iowa. 

Harvard University has conferred its doctorate of laws on Professor 
G. H. Palmer, professor of ethics at the university. 

Dr. E. H. Hollands, of Cornell University, has been appointed in- 
structor in philosophy at Princeton University. 



